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SFVBA DELEGATION MAKES NEW LAW FOR
CALIFORNIA LANDLORDS

Landlords in California have a friend in San
Fernando Valley Bar Association member Roger
Franklin. Franklin, the chair of the Conference
of Delegates of the association, recently caused
Assemblyman Anthony Adams to successfully
introduce AB 410, adjusting upward the value
of tenant property triggering a public sale to
$650, effective January 1, 2008

| appreciate the opportunity to represent
our bar and our delegation in Sacramento
Franklin says. “I hope that this will encourage
others to join our delegation

Franklin, in private practice since 1970
focuses on residential real property litigation,
residential and commercial landlord-tenant law
and probate and estate planning. Franklin is a
licensed real estate broker. His office is in
Encino

I'he Conference of Delegates of California
Bar Associations brings together attorney
volunteers throughout California representing
diverse  backgrounds, experience, and
expertise. The goal of the organization is to
seek, debate, and promote creative, non
partisan solutions to law-related issues for the
benefit of Californians

I [worked with] the bar lobbyist and

[coordinated] my efforts with her,” Franklin
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savs. “|1 submitted al resolution to increase the

[dollar] amount of unclaimed personal
property left by tenants before a landlord is
required to conduct a sale. Our resolution
became Assembly Bill 410

Franklin flew to Sacramento on April 9
2007 and met with Assemblyman Adams, who
authored the delegation’s resolution. Adams
presented the resolution before the Assembly
Judiciary Committee on April 10. The
Apartment Association of Greater Los Angeles,
the Apartment Association of Orange County,
California Alliance for Consumer Protection,
California Association of Realtors and the Santa
Rental

supported the resolution and were present at

Barbara Property Association all
the Judiciary Committee proceedings. There
was no opposition, according to Franklin

I said a few words before the committee,’
Franklin, who is active with the SFVBA
Attorney Referral Service attorney-to-attorney
program and modest means program, says
Our resolution passed the Assembly Judiciary
Committee unanimously

Franklin’s and the delegation’s efforts are in
line with the overall goals of the Conference of
Delegates. The conference’s efforts result in
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conlinued on page 18

The Conference of Delegates of California Bar Associations assembles approximately
500 delegates from participating bar associations at the State Bar Annual Meeting. The delegates
draft, analyze, lobby and vote on more than 100 resolutions. Participation is open to all local,
minority, statewide and specialty voluntary bar associations in California.

To deal with changes and suggestions for state-wide considerations, the delegation
members meet from June through August, either weekly or bi-weekly, for a few hours. Members
divide the workload up, and delegates report back to the larger body, which then votes to approve
or disapprove after substantive discussion. The delegation’s position is then submitted to the full
conference for discussion and voting. The next whole-body conference is scheduled for

September 27 - 30, 2007 in Anaheim.

The SFVBA has a number of openings. Parties interested in becoming delegates or who
have proposals to change laws should contact co-chairs Cindy Elkins at (818) 598-6771 or Roger

Franklin at (818) 986-5253.
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SEYMOUR I. AMSTER

Attorney at Law

¢ Member of the SFVBA
Board of Trustees since 2002

* Experienced in handling
Appellate, Federal and State
Criminal Cases

* Certified Criminal Law Specialist,
Certified by the Board of Legal
Specialization of the State Bar
of California

6320 Van Nuys Boulevard, Suite 300
Van Nuys, CA 91401

(818) 947-0104 Fax: (818) 781-8180

siaesq1@aol.com
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Conference of Delegates, continued from cover

improving the laws and the administration of justice in
California, advancing the science of jurisprudence in California,
advancing the education of California lawyers and fostering
their professional excellence, and promoting public
understanding of and respect for the law, the justice system, and
the roles of the legal profession and an independent judiciary in
that system.

Cynthia Elkins, who has been an active bar association
leader for many years, chairs the delegation with Franklin.
Elkins practices management-side employment law in
Woodland Hills.

“I've been involved for three years as a delegate,” Elkins
says. “Our purpose is to represent the San Fernando Valley Bar
Association on a state-wide level.”

The conference of delegates is an informative and
educational process for participants, according to Elkins. And
this fact is not particularly well-known, she says.

“Until I became involved, | was unaware of the impact the
bar association, on a local and state-wide level, [could] have on
changing the laws that affect our practices and our lives.” she
says. “We welcome additional participation from anyone in the
bar association.”

Elkins says that the delegation is especially interested in
adding voices representing the criminal law practice area. The
delegation needs a criminal law practitioner to assist with
proposed resolutions in that area of focus, she says.

Franklin was a member of the SFVBA delegation to the
Conference of Delegates at the State Bar Annual of Meeting
1989-2007, and chaired the body from 1998-1999 and 2006-
2007. Franklin’s tenant property proposal, while solely in the
civil practice arena, will have a significant impact on the
California business world.

“Our resolution originally proposed an increase from $300
to $500, but when | was asked to comment on the proposed
legislation for Assemblyman Adams and the Judiciary
Committee, | argued for an even greater increase, to $750,”
Franklin says. “The Apartment Association of Greater Los
Angeles also argued for this increase, and eventually, a
compromise was reached and an increase to $650 was
recommended and approved.”

This is an example of the conference’s values in action.
Formed in 2002 as an independent organization, the conference
is the successor to the State Bar Conference of Delegates and acts
as the voice of the lawyers of California. The combined
organizations have an almost 70-year history. According to the
conference, the organization encourages participation from all
local, minority, statewide and specialty voluntary bar
associations in the state.

In line with the conference’s purpose, Elkins says she has set
out some ambitious goals for the local delegation. Particularly,
the delegation needs more participants to support greater voting
power.

“We have 12 delegate slots,” she says. “And only five or six
people are attending the conference.”

An example of how the delegation is trying to influence
future law in California is a new resolution for the 2007
conference concerning holographic wills. Marlene Seltzer, who
practices wills, trusts and estates law in Woodland Hills with the
Law Offices of Alice A. Salvo, submitted the proposed
resolution, which addresses deathbed bequests to non-family
members. &





